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Height  above  L®vel :  Sewage  W^p^ks,  river 
^out^fail;  j^fti ;  Sv^inton^  CoBunPhy  SOOft. 


Population. 

Census,  estittiated 

-K  -r  1  «  '-V'-W-”  ■'•.  V  -^y^'  ^V-'  ■■■  </••■  -  ‘  f  V. 

JNumber  or  Houses,  1901,  2,492;  1904,  2,717. 


Water  Supply. 

Public  Sources.- — (i).  Council’s  well,  sunk  1881;  (2),  Bore¬ 
hole,  put  down  1900;  (3),  Well  and  bore,  lately  put  down: 
(4),  Foster’s  spring. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

By^  Sanitary  Staff. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

Wath,  Swinton  and  District  Hospital  Board;  Fever  Hospital 
at  Wath  Wood ;  Small-po'X  Hospital  at  Hoober. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 
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Engl’nd 
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Wales 

Great 
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Smaller 

Towns, 

(142) 

England 
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BIRTH-RATE  -  . 

27  9 

29.1 

27.5 

26.8 

37.5 

DEATH-RATE 

16.2 

17.2 

15. G 

15.3 

16.7 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1.94 

2.49 

2.02 

1.28 

2.29 

Infantile  Mortality  - 
( per  1,000  births) 

146 

160 

154 

125 

173 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  Birth-Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

is  the  lowest  on  record. 


Swinton  Urban  district  (Bouneit 
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Medical  Officer  s 

Jinnual  Sljeport. 

— — I 

(To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council), 
Gentlemen, —  : 

I  herewith  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  annual 
report  concerning  the  health  of  your  district,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1904. 

The  Population 

Estimated  to  the  middle  of  last  year  by  geometrical  pro¬ 
gression,  was  13,178.  Probably  this  number  is  nearly  correct, 
although  on  the  basis  of  4.8  persons  per  house  the  number  is 
reduced  to  13,041.  This  is  due  to  a  smaller  number  of  houses 
than  usual  having  been  built,  namely  i5-,  as  compared  with  73 
the  previous  year.  During  the  intercensus  years  some  doubt 
must  necessarily  exist  as  to  the  exact  population. 

The  Bipths 

Registered  duiing  the  year  numbered  495,  251  males  and 
244  fema’es.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  20.  The 
birth-rate  was  37.5,  a  lower  rate  than  the  average  for  the  last 
ten  years. 

The  Deaths  §  v 

Registered  in  the  district  for  all  causes  was  210,^^  19^9 -males 
and  loi  females.  To'  these  must  be  added  7  whose  deaths 
occurred  in  our  Joint  Infectious  Hospital,  i  ,who'  died  in  Leeds 
Infirmary,  and  2  in  Sheffield  institutions,  making  a  total  of  221, 
and  a  corrected  death-rate  of  16.7.  Seven  deaths  were  uncerti- 
fied.  The  death-rate  is  somewhat  below  the  mean  rate,, for  the 
last  ten  years,  indeed  the  rate  for  the  first  two  quarters  was 
satisfactory,  being  only  13.5,  then  during  August  and  September 
came  a  heavy  infant  fatality,  the  death-rate  only  very  gradually 
falling  during  October  and  November,  the  result  being  that 
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considerably  more  than  one-third  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year 
were  infants  under  twelve  months  of  age.  This  sad  wastage  of 
infant  life  is  almost  altogether  preventible  if  only  all  means  of 
prevention  were  put  into  force,  including  careful  watching  of  the 
mother,  not  only  after  the  birth  but  before.  It  has  been  proved 
that  money  rewards  for  infants  who  live  to  see  their  first  birthday 
has  a  very  decided  beneficial  effect  on  death-rates.  The  off¬ 
spring  of  human  beings,  surely,  should  have  as  much,  or  more, 
care  bestowed  upon  them  as  is  usually  given  to  that  of  valuable 
domestic  animals. 

On  contrasting  the  first  six  months’  death-rate  with  the  second 
one  at  once  notices  that  the  much  higher  level  of  the  latter  is 
not  only  nearly  altogether  due  to  increased  infant  mortality,  but 
also  coincides  with  hot,  dry  weather;  one  therefore  comes  to 
the  conclusion  that,  in  your  district,  those  influences  which  cause 
a  preventible  death-rate,  but  are  in  force  all  the  year  round, 
such  as  the  results  of  parents’  carelessness,  thoughtlessness,  or 
wilful  neglect  and  vices,  the  insurance  of  infant  lives,  illegitimacy, 
foul  atmospheres,  etc.,  do  not  in  themselves  raise  the  rate  to  the 
excessive  level,  but  greatly  assist  when  certain  other  factors  are 
at  work  during  hot,  dry  summers.  I  therefore  reported,  at  one 
of  your  meetings,  that  the  high  death-rate  during  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year  was  due  partly  to  infectious  material  imported 
into*  the  district  through  various  foods  and  persons,  but  more 
especially  tO'  the  kind  of  sanitary  conditions  under  which  the 
people  live,  being  unable  to^  bear  the  test  of  those  meteoro¬ 
logical  data  which  are  the  most  favourable  to  the  rapid  decom¬ 
position  of  food  and  refuse ;  foodstuffs,  more  especially  milk, 
would  have  a  much  betf/er  chance  of  remaining  unchanged  if 
all  refuse  was  carefully  removed  before  decomposition  set  in. 


SPEeiHL  DISEHSES. 

Tubereulap  Diseases. 

Eleven  cases  of  consumption,  and  seven  other  tubercular 
cases,  died  during  the  year.  Usually  it  is  only  from  the  copy 
of  weekly  death  returns  that  one  is  made  aware  of  cases  of 
consumption,  and  yet  it  is  a  disease  which  the  public  should  be 
protected  from,  as  it  is  not  altogether  a  “  house  disease,”  as  is 
sometimes  mentioned.  We  find  from  ancient  manuscripts,  it 
was  a  disease  which,  hundreds  of  years  ago;  the  more  civilized 
countries  of  Europe  fought  against  with  the  greatest  deter¬ 
mination,  classifying  it  with  plague  and  leprosy.  We  have  now. 
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possibly,  a  more  exact  knowledge  of  the  reasons  of  its  spread 
amongst  mankind,  and  animals,  than  the  ancients,  and  shonld 
therefore  make  more  exact  efforts  to  keep  its  ravages  4n  check. 
Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  voluntary  notificationvof  cases  is  a 
failure  in  your  district,  one  is  in,  favour  of  compulsory  notifica¬ 
tion  in  the  following  cases :  —  ^ 

(1) .  Whenever  a  consumptive  changes  his  dwelling; 

(2) ,  When  isolation  of  a  case  is  desirable,  but  circum¬ 

stances  are  prohibitive ;  l'  ■■  r 

(3) ,  Immediately  a  death  takes  place.  '  ,  ,  ■  .  ? 

Measles.  ^ 

This  disease  swept  through  the  district  during  the  last  two 
quarters  of  the  year;  fortunately  it  was  a  mild  form,  and  the 
weather  was  favourable  for  the  convalescents,  yet  eleven  children, 
all  under  five  years  of  age,  and  most  of  them  between  one  and 
two  years,  succumbed.  It  should  be  widely  known  that  this 
disease  is  especially  fatal  between  one  and  two  years  of  age. 
The  epidemic  greatly  reduced  the  school  attendance,  but  I 
considered  the  exclusion  of  children  from  school  was,  under  the 
circumstances,  preferred  tO'  the  closure  of  either  schools  or 
classes.  It  has  been  said  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  “epidemic 
grant  ”  would  be  detrimental  tO'  the  public  health,  on  account  of 
the  tendency  tO'  force  convalescents  back  to  school  prematurely. 
This  was  not  the  case  during  this  epidemic.  I  found  many 
children  suffering  from 

Ophthalmia 

as  a  sequel  to  measles,  and  their  exclusion  was  very  properly 
prolonged,  on  account  of  this  eye  disease.  I  had  leaflets  ois- 
tributed  by  school  teachers,  giving  information  as  to  the  infec¬ 
tiousness  and  dangers  of  measles,  also  some  hints  as  to  general 
treatment,  with  beneficial  effects.  I  may  add  that  I  find  some 
school  teachers  have  sufficient  interest  in  the  health  and  condition 
of  their  pupils  as  to  produce  a  wholesome  influence  in  some  of 
the  children’s  homes.  I  think,  with  a  little  judicious  manage¬ 
ment,  this  influence  might  be  steadily  increased. 

Typhoid. 

P'ourteen  cases  were  notified,  and  four  died  of  this  disease. 
All  the  deaths  took  place  in  the  infectious  hospital.  The  cases 
had  no'  common  origin  with  the  exception  of  three,  which 
occurred  in  a  much  neglected  house.  At  least  one  case  was 
thought  tO'  be  due  to  bathing  in  the  river ;  there  must  be  some 
danger  on  this  score  tO'  those  who  bathe  in  the  sewage-laden 
river.  Swimming  and  other  public  baths  are  much  needed  in 
the  district. 
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DiapphcBa?  and  Entepitis. 

As  many  as  30  deaths  were  registered  from  these  causes, 
23  of  which  had  not  reached  12  months  of  age. 

Small  Pox. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  West 
Riding,  but  no  case  was  reported  in  your  district.  The  Old 
Rockingham  Pottery  Hospital,  although  not  now  used^as  formerly 
for  small-pox  patients,' yet,  will  be  found  yery^  useful  should  an 
outbreak  occur,  for  “contact”  cases  and  other  purposes  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  disease  , 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Paptupition 

Were  responsible  for  three  deaths,  including  one  from  puer¬ 
peral  fever.  The  Midwives  Act  makes  it  impossible  for  any 
woman  who'  is  not  already  enrolled  to  practise  as  a  midwife,  after 
the  31st  of  March,  1905,  except  after  examination.  No  doubt 
this  is  a  very  important  step,  and  should,  in  your  district,  put 
an  end,  not  only  tO'  puerperal  fever,  but  also  to  many  of  those 
very  early  infant  deaths,  which  compels  one  to  repeat  the  old 

epitaph:  ^  jf  quickly  to  be  done  for, 

Whatever,  then,  was  I  begun  for?” 

Mincps’  OP  Hook  Wopm  Disease 

(Ankylostomiasis). — This  disease  has  obtained  a  firm  hold 
amongst  the  tin  miners  of  England,  and  it  seems  not  to  be 
altogether  unknown  in  the  coal  mines  of  the  North  of  England, 
although  it  b  as  not  yet  been  imported  into  the  coal  mines  of 
SouthWorkshire ;  yet,  a  few  words  concerning  so  dread  a  disease 
will  not  be  here,  I  think,  altogether  out  of  place,  since  the  habits 
of  our  miners  would  greatly  favour  its  spread,  should  some 
foreign  workman  introduce  it  into  our  coal  mines.  The  eggs  of- 
the  worm  require  about  a  temperature  of  70  degrees,  and  damp 
seems  also  necessary  tO'  hatch  them;  they  are  introduced  into 
the  body  through  food  or  water,  and  apparently  also'  sometimes 
through  abrasions  of  the  skin.  A  human  being  who  is  infested 
with  them  passes  enormous  quantities  of  eggs  from  the  bowels. 
Very  large  sums  of  money,  on  the  Continent,  have  been  spent 
on  account  of  this  disease,  where  many  coal  mines  are  infested 
with  it.  Now,  our  miners  are  accustomed  to  pollute  the  soil 
below  ground  with  their  excretions,  and  also  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  home  from  work,  to  sit  down  and  eat  their  meal  with 
unwashed  hands ;  by  sO'  doing  they  run  the  risk  of  introducing 
into  their  systems  not  only  “worm  disease,”  should  it  ever  be 
brought  into  a  pit,  but  also  other  complaints  which  are  commonly 
with  us. 
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House  Aceomriiodation  /  ;  ;  . 

For  the  working  classes  is  hardlj  ^^dequate  for  the  popula¬ 
tion  ;  some  blocks  of  houses  have  had  their  surroundings  im¬ 
proved  during  the  year.  The  open  spaces' about  houses  should 
be  jealously  guarded.  The  principaT approaches  to^  th'e\h0fcuses;'|; 
in  the  Streets  off  Wath"road  are  now  being  formed*  ihtb'TDadsp* 
and  will,  in  consequence,  greatly  add- to  the  health  ahdl‘cbnifbrt  ‘ 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  many  persons -ush  chiefly  their  s^cOhdhry'*' 
accesses,  which  are  often  in  an  unpaved.  Unswept  and  generally*^- 
unhealthy  condition.  All  these  back-ways -should  .berpaved. 


The  Removal  of  Refuse  ^  ^ 

1  r 

Which  includes  the  removal  of  excrement,  is  still  far  from  : 
satisfactory.  During  the  summer  and  autumn  a  weekly  system 
of  removal  should  be  instituted.  Every  deep,  open  priyy  middenV 
should  be  treated  as  a  nuisance,  and’ water-closets  and  piovable  j 
ashbins  encouraged.  At  the  suggestion  of  your  Inspector,  you 
have  had  the  house  and  other  gullies  cleaned  throughout  tfie 
district,  and  reported  as  to  their  condition.  I  recommend  that 
this  work  be  continued. 

■'  f.  q,  >V' 

Water  Supply, 

As  regards  quality,  the  supply  during  the  year  has^  bjeen  , 
good,  and  much  the  same  as  in  former, .years,  buty  as^Iy  haye.y 
pointed  out  previously,  so  long  as  the  overflow  of  Foster’s  spring 
is  run  into  the  filter  there  is  a  risk  of  pollution.  Thej  water  is,^. 
excessively  hard,  but  this  hardness  is  mhiefly  due  tq  carbonatp^^ 
of  lime  in  solution,  and  therefore  is  ternporary— thaEis,.,  boilingv, 
removes  the  hardness  to-  a  great  extent,,  the  dime  is  .  deposited 
as  a  “fur”  on  the  containing  vessel.  The  amount  of  chlorides- 
is  also  large,  but  this  has  not  much  significanpe^  ,  as.  water  frpm 
near  the  coal  measures  frequently  contains  common  salt.,  There 
is  a  trace  of  iron  present;  there  is  no-  lead  in  solution,  even  when 
the  water  remains  many  hours  in  contact,. with. .the  lead  pipes. 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  affects  the  ffealfh,  of  thed 
district  almost  as  much  as  the  quality.  .Iff, should  be  careulated 
upon  the  basis  of  the  dry  weather  yield,  the  rainfall  during  the  . 
last  six  months  of  the  year  has  been  abnormally  small,  and  the 
new  works  in  connection  with  the  well,  now  completed,  Has  no 
doubt  interfered  with  the  supply,  yet  the  inhabitants^  of,  Picca^^ 
dilly  have  had  good  reason  for  their,  complaints..,  .Having  no 
cisterns,  water  is  often  stored  in,  ? objectionable  ,  vessels,  | and. 
obtained  from  doubtful  sources  when  the  mains  are  empty.  ” 
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Cowsheds  and  Dainies 

Are  being  very  slowly  improved.  There  is  a  great  want  of 
cleanliness  in  several  cases,  both  as  regards  the  premises  and 
animals.  No'  attention  as  given  to  the  cooling  of  milk  in  summer. 

Infectious  Joint  Hospital. 

r  There  has  always,  been  ^sufficient  accommodation  during  the 
year.  The  following  dases  have  been  admitted  :  13  enteric  fever, 
12  diphtheria,  8  scarlet  fever — that  is  44  per  cent,  of  the  total 
cases  notified  as '  infectious.  A  rather  large  proportioii  proved 
fatal,  namely,  4  enteric  fever,  2  scarlet  fever,  and  i  diph.ffieria. 
These  were  chiefly  cases  which  were  only  too  glad  to-  receive 
the  superior  nursing  of  the  hospital.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  the  institution  is  not  a  mere  nursing  home,  but 
that  it  was  called  into  requisition  with  a  view  of  its  becoming  a 
powerful  means  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases. 

Disinfection. 

After  the  removal  of  a  patient  to  hospital  the  rooms  of  the 
infected  house  are  fumigated  with  formalin,  and,  if  thought 
necessary,  also  sprayed. 

The  hospital  steam  disinfector  is  not  put  tO'  its  full  possible 
use ;  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  having  any  infected  cloth¬ 
ing,  bedding,  etc.,  thoroughly  disinfected,  when  a  steam  disin¬ 
fector  of  the  kind  is  within  reasonable  distance. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

T  believe  all  workshops  in  the  district  have  been  duly  regis¬ 
tered  and  inspected.  Mr.  Fowler  has  drawn  up  a  memorandum 
of  the  Act,  and  distributed  copies  of  it  amongst  the  factories 
and  workshops.  “  Out-working  ”  is  not  carried  on  in  the  district. 
The  27  workshops  employ  about  70  workpeople;  the  greater 
part  of  the  workshops  are  small,  and  their  sanitary  conditions 
not  always  good.  Appended  to  this  report  is  a  copy  of  the  table 
required  by  the  Home  Office. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


February  17th,  1905. 


EDGAR  ENGLISH. 
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INSPECTOR’S  WORK. 


Number. 

Regulated  Buildings 

Register¬ 

ed 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

General  Condition 

Common  Lodging 
Houses . 

None 

Canal  Boats . 

9 

74 

Good,  defects 

remedied 

Slaughter  Houses... 

19 

19 

Clean,,  and  in  order 

Bake  Houses . 

2 

2 

In  good  condition 

Cowsheds . 

14  1 

14 

Defects  being  grad¬ 
ually  remedied 

NUISANCES. 


Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1903 


Reported  during  1904 .  no 

Abated  during  1904  . . .  106 
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TABLE  I. 

SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OE  REGISTERED  CAUSES 
OF  DEATH  OCCURRING  DURING  1904,  AT  SUB¬ 
JOINED  Xges. 


Cause  of  Death. 

i  '  ? 

All  Ages 

Under  i 
Year 

I  and 
under  5 

to 

M 

1 

Cl 

1 

M 

CO 

(N 

65  and 

upwards 

Small  Pox  . 

1- 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles  . . . 

1 1 

2 

9 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Whooping'  Cough  _ 

4 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  . 

8 

I 

5 

I 

I 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  . 

4 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

I 

.  •  . 

Epidemic  Influenza  — 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Enteritis  . . . . 

15 

12 

3 

•  •• 

Diarrhoea  . 

15 

1 1 

3 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

Erysipelas  . 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

Phthisis  - . . ..V 

II 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

4 

5 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

I 

4 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

Cancer  . . . . 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

13 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  . 

18 

6 

12 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases  of  Lungs.. 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Alcoholism  . . 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

Premature  Birth  . 

14 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Heart  Diseases  . . .  ;:r . 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Accidents  . 

7 

I 

•  •  • 

2 

I 

3 

I 

Suicides  ....  . 

0 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  V 

•  •  • 

Parturition  . 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

2 

All  other  causes  . 

69 

29 

9 

I 

2 

5 

23 

1 1 


TABLE  U. 
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SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  INFECTIOUS^  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1904,  AT  SUB- 
JOINED  AGES. 
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